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amendments Nos. 1 and 3 the Assembly
made a further amendment by omitting
Clause 4, in which further amendment it
desired the concurrence of the Council.

Heouse adjourned at 7-38 p.m.

Legislative Essembly,
Friday, 11th September, 1914,

Pupers presented ! !'\5»,;

Rills 1+ Postponement of Debts, Coundil's
Message .. LU87, 1250

Tudustriat  Arbitrazion Act  Amendman,
Council’s nnewlments c. BB

The DEPUTY SPEAKNER took the
Chair al 3.30 p.an., and read prayers,

PAPERS PRESENTEI).

By the Hon. W, . Angwin (Honorary
Minister) :—1, Regulations under the
Game Acl, 1912-13. 2, By-law of the
Weslon Local Board of Health.

BILL—POSTPONEMENT OF
DEBTS,
Council's Jessuge.

A Message having been received from
the Counecil nolifying that it did not in-
sist on ifs amendmenis Nos. 2 and 3, bul
ingisted on amendnents Nos, 4, 5. 6, and
§: that it agreed tv the amendments made
by the Assembly in the Council’s amend-
ments Nos. 1 and 7, but disagreed to the
Assembly’s amendment in amendment
No. 9, the reasons for the samne were now
considered,

I'n Commitiee.

Mr. Priee in the Chair; the Premier in

charge of the Bill,
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The PREMIER: Each of the amend-
melits upon which the Council insists deal
with the constitution of the sowrt for
hearing appeals against the postponement
of debis. One of the objects we had in
view in  permitting the Governor-in-
Couneil to appoint any person to hear
the appeals was fo prevent too much pub-
licity being given to such matters. The
local eomt procedure would mean pub-
licity 1o ali these matters,

Hon. Frank Wilson: Not necesszarily.

The PREMIER: Yes, the courts sit
publicly and the Press are entitled to
conmen| on the proeeedings. While a
creditor might know thal a man is not i
a puosition to make pavment. he might,
in order to annoy the debtor, rompel him
to zo to the court and declare his posi-
tion, wlieh would probably injure him
eonsiderably in his buosiness and other
affairs. The commuission would have ad-
jusled it withont any publicily. In view
of (he fact thal we are forced into the
position of aceepling the amendment, lny-
ing the Bill aside or asking for a confer-
ence. I propase to ask for a conference,
and T hope to be able to make this poeint
clear enongh 1v ensure that while adher-
ing to the establishment of courls, we will
he able to provide for them sitting in
camera,

1lon. Frank Wilson: Cannot they do
that now?

The PREMIER: No, but even if they
can there should be some direction. In
some eases lhe costs of hearing might
prove as heavy as Lhe debi, but T hope we
=hall be able to avoid such expense. Under
Clause 5 the Governor may make regula-
tions, and we propose lo ask conference
to nagree to add that thesc rezulations
shall provide that the court may in ifs
dizeretion direet that any legal praeti-
tioner shall not appear or be heard and
that no ecourt fees shall be payable and
that the proceedings of the court shall be
in eamern, I move—

That a conference be requested with
the Legislative Council on the Post-
ponement of Debts Bill and that at such
conference the managers consist of
three members.
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Hon. FRANK WILSON: I de not
think anyone can talke any exceplion to
the amendment, bui I 2w rather doubtful
whether the court wounld not have all the
powers that the Premier is asking for at
the present mowment. What position
would we be in if the Legisiative Coun-
¢il agreed {o the additional amendment?
Axe we in order? Are we not risking ihe
loss of the Bill?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
matter might be met by saying that all
these applications should be considered
Chamber matters, and preventing them
from thus going into cpen court. There
may, however, be matters behind these
questions which would vender it necessary
for them to be heard in open court.

Hon. T'rank Wilson: The Legislative
Comnel] have insisted npon certain amend-
ments, and we are now going to ask them
for a conference on other amendmenis,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: We
could semil a message to ihe Legislative
Couneil saying that we no longer disagree.
that we merely desive (o add ecertain
words to one of their amendments.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Can they recon-
sider the Bill then?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: They
ean reconsuler thal parbientar eclause.

Hon. Frank Wilson: 1 think there is
a danger, and we ought to he elear in the
matter,

Question passed,

The PREMIER: I move—

That the managers to represent the
Legisiative Assembly be the Premier,
the Hon, T. M. Bath, and the Hon.
Frank TWilson,

Question passed.

Resolution reported, the report adopted,
and a Message accordingly returned to the
Legislative Council.

BILL—INDUSTRTAL ARBITRATION
ACT AMENDMENT,
Council’'s .lmendments,

Schedule of four amendments made hy
the Legislative Council now censidered.

[ASSEMBLY.]

In Committee.

Mr, Price in the Chair; the Premier
in charge of the Bill,

No. 1. Clause 2, Subeclanse (2).—
Strike out the words from the beginning
of the subelause to the word “Commis-
sioners,” inclusive, in lines 2 and 3, and
insert “the Counrt of Arbitration:”

The PREMIER: I move—

That the amendment be amended by
adding the following words:—'‘and in-
serl after ‘ccward’ in line 4 of the sub-
clause the words ‘and qwithout the
necessary observance of the ordinary
form of procedure’”

The objeet of the amendment is to pro-
vide that while the court may adjust these
matters, they will not require to use the
ordinary procedure which is necessary
now, sueh as nofiees, meetings, and
S0 on.

Question passed, the Couneil’'s amend-
ment as amended agreed to,

No. 2.  Clause 2, Subelanse (2}, lines
4 and 5.—S8trike out the word “Commis-
sioners” in  two places, and insert
ﬂ'COnrtU:

The PREMIER: I move—

That the amendment be agreed lo,

Question passed, the Council's amend-
ment agreed to.

No. 3.—8trike ot this elause:

The PREMIER: This clause is essen-
tial. Where there is no award or agree-
ment in existence the emplover can dic-
tate terms, therefore it is essentini. T
move—

That the amendment be amended by
omitting from the amendment the
words “Strike out” and inserling the
word “Amend” in liew thereof; and
by adding after the word “clause” “by
striliing out the words “Commission-
ers” wherever appearing and inserting
“Court of Arbitration” in liew thereof;
by omilling the words “may erercise
the powers conferred on a Royal Com-
mission by the Royal Commissioners’
Powers Act, 1902. and ils amend-
ments” in lines 6 and 7 of the sub-
clause, and inserting n liew thereof
the wards “the ordinary forms of pro-
cedure need not be observed”; by strik-
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ing out “they” in line 4 of subclause
(?) and inserting “the Court may” in
liew thereof ; and by omitting the fol-
lowing words in lines 4, 5, and 6:—*to

be recovered in a summary way before -

any court of summary jurisdiction by

any person authorised by the Commis-

sioner lo do so.”
Tn asking the Committee to disagree with
the Council’'s amendmeut, and reguesting
that the clause be amended in the man-
ner I have suggested, may I point out
that unless we do this a large body of
workers, perhaps ithe majority of (hem
unorganised, will have no protection
whatever, At a juncture such as this
we are entitled lo give eonsideration to
unorganised workers. Moreover, a num-
her of unorganised workers are working
at the prezent time without an agreement
and, deprived of this clanse, they would
be compelled to go through all the unsual
procedure necessary for having a case
heard before the court., Under the ecir-
cumstances, it wonld be better to allow
the court to deal with the matter without
all the ordinary procedure. No one can
take exception to clothing the Arhitra-
tion Court with the power to dispense
with ordinary procedure at this june-
ture and endeavour by conciliation to
et an agreement hetween the employer
and his employees, or, failing that, to
make an order on the points still remain-
ing in dispute. That is infinitely pre-
ferable to leaving those wunorganised
workers without any protection what-
ever,

Hon, FRANK WILSON: I do not in-
tend to go over the whole of the ground
again, Tt will be very interesting to see
how the Arbitration Court gets along
under this proposed provision. It may
have a very good effect. Y hope it will
have, T have no ohjection to the Arhi-
tration Court taking the place of com-
missioners to decide these matters and
endeavour to bring ahout a mutonal un-
derstanding. T am prepared to support
the amendment,

Question put and passed.
The PREMTER: There is one other
amendment which should be made in view

(473
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of the foregoing amendment, bul it does
not come under the Message and I do not
see how we are going to get over that
diffienlty. Claunse 4 provides that the
Governor may make regulations, but now
that the matler is to be brought under
Ihe Arhitration Court it will not be neces-
sary for the Governor to make any re-
gulations, for 1he court has all the neces-
gary power. Of course, we conld siill
leave the clause in, and there would be
no oceasion lo put it into operation.
Really the clause ought to be deleted.

The CHAIRMAN: It may be treated
as eonsequential on the previous amend-
ment,

The PREMIER: Then I move—

That Clause 4 be struck oud.

Queslion passed.

No. 4. Clause 5—S8trike out all the
words after “until” and .insert “the 30th
day of June, 1915, but it shall be lawful
for the Governor by proclamaiion pub-
lished in the Government Gacetle at any
time prior to that date to determine lhe
operation of the Aet”:

The PREMIER: T move—

That the amendment be agreed to. *

Question passed; the Council’'s amend-
ment agreed to.

Resolutions  reported, the report
adopted, and a Message accordingly
transmitted to the Legislative Council,

Sitling suspended from 4.35 to 5 p.m.

RITL.L—POSTPONEMENT OF DEBTS.

Conference with Council.
Message received from the Couneil
notifving that it had agreed to the
Assenibly’s request for a free conference
in respect to the Postponement of Debts
Bili.

Sitting suspended from 5.50 to 6.0 p.m.

Conference—Managers’ Report.
The PREMIER: I have to renort that
the Manaers appointed by the Legisla-
tive Assembly have met the managers
anpoinled by the Legislative Couneil, and
after consideration have unanimously
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agread (o recommend that the following
he added 1g Clause 3: “and such regula-
tions may provide thal the Courl may in
its discretion direet that no legal prae-
titioner shall appear or be heard on be-
half” of any party before the court, and
that no courl fees shall bhe payable, and
ihal the proceedings unless otherwise or-
dered by Lhe court shall he in Chambers.”
Report adopted.

In Commitiee,

Mr. Holman in the Chair;
in charge of the Bill.

The PREMIER : I move—

That the :ssembly no longer dis-
agrees with the amendments made by
the Legislative Council as conlained

in Message No. 24.

Qunestion passed.

The PREMIER : In aecordance with
ihe deeision arrived at by the managers
in conference, I move an amendment—

That the following words be added
lo Clause 5:—%and such regqulations
muy provide thal the court may in ils
discretion direct that no legal practi-

* tigner shall appear or be heard on be-
half of any party before the courl and
ihat o court fees shall be payable and
that the proccedings unless otherwise
ordered by the court shall be in Cham-
hers”

Amendment passed.

Resolutions reported, the report adopt-
ed, and a Message accordingly relurned
to the Conneil,

the Premier

House adjourned at 6.10 p.m,

[COUNCILL.]

Aegislative Counctl,
Puesday, 15th Sepltember, 1914
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The PRESIDENT took the Chuir at
4:30 p.m., and read prayers.

PAPER PRESENTED.

By the Colonial Secretary: Thirty-
eighth annual report of the Department
of Land Titles for the financial year
1913-14,

QUESTION—TREASURY ACCOUNTS.

Hon. W. KXINGSMILL asked the
Colonial Secretary without notice()}—
» What smount, approximately, stands
to the credit on the current account
of the Western Australian Covernment
with the Associated Banks in Western
Australin available at call ? 2, Is this

amount obtainable in gold. 3, Ts it
proposed to transfer these accounts
to the Commonwealth Bank; and if

30, when ?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY re-
plied : 1, The amount to the credit of
the Colonial Treasurer’s accounts with the
contracting banks at the close of business
on the 12th instant was £331,888. This
amount is made up of notes, £120,000,
and gold, £211,888. All accounts, with
their balances, are to be transferred
to the Commonwecalth Bank on the
1st October next. It was expected with
the gold at the disposal of the Govorn-
ment, and with the assistance of the
Commonwealth (Government in respect
to the note issue, and providing that the
Government departments keep to their
reduced estimate of expenditure, and
there is no falling off of Consolidated
Revenue, that the State will be able
to provide to the end of the calendar
yvear, namely, the 31st December next,



